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MINUTES - TULARE COUNTY COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

June 4, 2020 
 

The Tulare County Community Advisory Committee for Special Education  
met virtually on June 4, 2020 @ 1:30 pm  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Sally Fernandes, Stephanie Caldera, Amy McMahon, Tiffany Stark, Michael Adams; proxy for 
Rashella Avalos,  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Louise Kenny, Richard Standridge, Marilyn Malloy, Anthony Martin, Cyndi Ward, Timberly Romero, 
Connie Acevedo, 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Joy Voita (by phone), Jessica Ceja, and Norma Erwin, Parent School Liaisons/ Tulare County Office of 
Education; Tammy McKean, Assistant Superintendent Special Services /SELPA Administrator, Tulare County Office of 
Education   
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  CAC Chair, Amy McMahon welcomed everyone and called for self-introductions. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no members of the public present. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES for MARCH 5, 2020:  Amy McMahon called for the approval of the CAC minutes for March 5, 
2020 sent back in March. Stephanie Caldera made a motion to approve the CAC minutes. Sally Fernandes seconded the 
motion. The minutes stand. 
 
REPORTS: 

A. DOSE Meeting Report for May – Michael Adams reported that attending the DOSE meeting has provided a 
wealth of information and ideas to support students during this time, one of which is the following: 
• AB 1808 adds section 216 to the California Education Code providing funding for online suicide prevention 

training for California schools. San Diego County Office of Education is the lead agency making the training 
available at no cost to schools.  Tulare County through Behavioral Health Services received a call and 600 
training slots are now available for staff and designated students to receive training in the “Living Works” 
curriculum. This effort will support middle school and high school students who may be experiencing 
thoughts of suicide. CAC members received a different flyer on teen mental health. Michael Adams said that 
this information is available too. 

   
B. CAC Directory of Services – Amy McMahon asked the CAC Sub Committee to report out. Members on the sub-

committee included Amy McMahon, Timberly Romero, Stephanie Caldera and Sally Fernandes.  Norma Erwin 
shared a little history of the origin of the booklet and said it is now in production with graphic designer, Jessica 
Hinz. Stephanie said the booklet was in need of good updating and that we added new recreation opportunities.  
Sally said it was useful to see what parents ask about and how many changes happen from year to year such as 
some agencies were no longer in existence. The CAC agreed that it is a good resource for families. 
   

C. CAC “Meeting Challenges” Calendar Update – Jessica Ceja and Norma Erwin provided discussion and an update 
to the 2021 CAC Calendar. Norma Erwin reported that the calendar theme of meeting the challenges of “Entering 
and Exiting Middle School” did not happen due to the unexpected closure of schools in mid-March, which 
disallowed photoshoots at school. Norma Erwin discussed the opportunity to be flexible in order to capture the 
educational challenges of the present reality. In the throes of an unthinkable situation, families and schools have 
had to work together to temporarily find alternative ways of educating our students with disabilities. In addition, 



although it has not been easy for anyone, there have been unexpected success stories and photos that Tammy 
McKean received whom in turn shared them with everyone.  Jessica Ceja reported on the variety of different 
photos received and the inspirational and heartwarming stories that have captured our attention. Jessica is 
working on tracking down the details of each scenario. The CAC members agreed to the change in theme for the 
2021 “Meeting Challenges” calendar highlighting how students are meeting the current challenges. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

D.    Annual Service Plan – Tammy McKean, Assistant Superintendent Special Services /SELPA Administrator, Tulare 
County Office of Education expressed appreciation for the diligent work of the CAC and sub committees on the 
“Meeting Challenges” calendar and the Directory of Services resource.   
 
Tammy McKean provided a thorough report on the 2020/21 local Plan for Tulare County SELPA, including the 
Annual Service Plan, Budget Plan and recent changes made by the state of California to our newly adopted forms. 
Tammy McKean explained that it has taken a few years to revise the Local Plan, along with our updated and 
recently adopted new Policies/Procedures for Tulare County SELPA. Tammy McKean shared the new format of 
the “Section E:  Annual Service Plan” via Zoom and reviewed how every single special education service on an IFSP 
or IEP offered to students birth to 22 will be reported. Additionally, the new change calls for a local service plan 
and budget plan specific to each of the forty-three school districts in Tulare County. Further, it is now broken 
down into services specific to each school in the county.  Moving forward, it will be an electronic report, as it is a 
much larger report of about 500 pages or more. Tammy McKean also reviewed the new Section D: Annual Budget 
Plan.  She said CDE is increasing accountability for the expenditure of funds within each SELPA, which is a good 
thing, because it will show a clear allocation of funds. Allocation of funds are decisions made by the 
Superintendents Governance Council including approval for the TCOE budget to run special education programs. 
“Section B” has to do with policies and procedures and will be completed and sent to CDE by June 30, 2021.  All 
components of the newly adopted Local Plan can be found on the Tulare County SELPA website at 
www.tulareselpa.org, along with our policies and procedures.  
 
Discussion followed 

 
D. Community Forum – Michael Adams, Special Education, Dinuba Unified School District asked the following 

questions as a way to listen to parent feedback regarding Special Education and get recommendations if possible 
in order to serve students better in an emergency situation: 

a. What worked for your child/children during the distance-learning portion of the year? What were the 
difficulties? (What are some suggestions you might have?) 
RESPONSES:   
 Amy said her son with Autism did not want to do school work at home.  It was a struggle 

because he did not want to mix the two worlds. Schoolwork sent by the school became a battle 
and had to be set aside. Parent had to become creative in coming up with academic lessons 
such as typing up stories about Thomas the train for English and cooking lessons became math 
lessons. In this way, he did not think he was doing schoolwork and was more compliant. 

 Sally said her 11 year old with Downs Syndrome was already used to a certain school routine but 
once it disrupted and her daughter had to learn a new routine, there were meltdowns and lots 
of refusing. It took a lot of effort, time, consistency, and resources to establish a new routine for 
school at home. Once the routine was set, it was now time for spring break. Sally chose to keep 
it going so as not to disrupt the routine again. She used very little of what the school provided 
and used most of her own resources at home and made up her own. Her daughter seemed to 
max out after an hour a day. All three of children agree that having school at school is better. 

  Jessica said her sister has Downs Syndrome and attends an adult program. Her sister 
experienced the same difficulty with adjusting to a new routine. After a couple of months of no 
school, her sister persisted in wanting to go to school. The new routine of getting ready for 
school included wearing a mask but she did not tolerate it for more then 1-2 minutes. The new 
routine includes learning to use hand sanitizer in addition to hand soap. The struggle to 
transition back to the program continues.   

 
b. What do you and your children need if we continue with distance learning next year? 

What concerns, questions or ideas do you have when considering a return to in-person learning in some 
form or at some time next school year? 

http://www.tulareselpa.org/


RESPONSES: 
  Stephanie shared that her concern for her son in returning is that he will not keep his mask   on. 

He is bored and wants to return to school. However, her concern is for her son’s health and 
safety because he will not keep a mask on. He thinks it is funny and will likely remove other 
people’s masks. How will they do social distancing there?  

c. Tammy McKean asked an additional question: If school were to open back up 100%, how comfortable 
would parents be in sending their students back to school?  
RESPONSES: 

  Two parents indicated that their student would not be safe at school at this time especially if 
the numbers continue to rise.  

  Amy said she hopes that schools will attempt social distancing and have strict cleaning 
measures in place after the students leave. Although her son will leave a mask on and is good 
about using hand sanitizer, in this heat the mask may not stay on all day. Overall, the goal is to 
have him return to school. 

 Sally said she would let her kids go back to school. Ava is very social and needs the socialization 
of school. She learns from her peers and respects her teachers. On the other hand, she was a 
very sick baby and had a weak immune system. In recent years, she has been healthier. Sally’s 
concern is also that Ava may not keep a mask on. Sally feels the mask encourages more face 
touching which defeats the purpose. She is not sure what measures would be appropriate but 
hopes to send her kids back to school soon. 

 Tammy shared that that TCOE is working through a variety of different plans to provide for the 
health and safety of students and hopes to know more about what to offer by mid-July.   

 Amy shared that CVRC has asked day facilities to submit health and safety plans for keeping 
clients safe. Resource developers approve the plans but ultimately, families decide because 
many clients have compromised immune systems. 

d. Michael referenced the different and opposite positions held by parents and asked the team to consider 
what would make a happy medium and If the learning environment included safety precautions like the 
taking of temperature, etc.,  would this make people feel safe or not? 

 Tiffany said that no matter what plan is in place, the key is to have weekly communication with 
parents and keeping the lines of communication open. 

 Amy said, at times it is worst not knowing what the plan is.   
 Jessica said Zoom has not worked for her SPED sister who prefers to be back in school but she 

would not be safe because she would not follow safety protocols.   
 Amy said Zoom did not work for her son either nor did the work packets   
 Amy said there are a lot kids at home who should be back in school for their own safety 
 Sally said kids should be back in school because there are a lot kids who do need it but there 

should be options for those who are not ready 
 Jessica said zoom is not an option and the homework packet offered did not work for her son in 

general education. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & RESOURCES PROVIDED 

Next Meeting: September 3, 2020 at 1:30 pm – Zoom link to be announced 
 Resource Information emailed:    

 Flyer on Teen Guide on Mental Health and Wellness 
 10 Self-Care Strategies for Teens & Teen Apps for Self-Care 

 
Stephanie Caldera made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Sally Fernandes seconded the motion. 
Meeting Adjourned. 


